
Dr. Jeremy Dodsworth
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909-537-7396, jdodsworth@csusb.edu

Fall student hours: M W 3:00 – 5:00 pm or by appointment

SOAR
Department of Biology



Today's agenda

• Introductions

• Advising resources

• Resources on the Biology Dept Website
• www.csusb.edu/biology

• Information on the Biology BS major

• Registration for classes (computer lab)

http://www.csusb.edu/biology


Introductions

What about you?
• What is your name?

• Where are you transferring from (if you are a transfer student)?

• What do you want to do with your Biology degree 
(plans after graduation)?

• Dr. Jeremy Dodsworth 
• Biology Dept. Chair
• Office: BI-312     Phone: 909 537 7396    
• Email: jdodsworth@csusb.edu

• Teach microbiology, microbial ecology
• Research on microbes in hot springs
• I enjoy hiking, brewing beer making bread

Great Boiling Spring, NV

Beer during fermentation



About advising in general

Some advising offices that may be useful to you…

• ASUA: Academic Success and Undergrad Advising
• Works with all students; helpful for GE, general questions
• https://www.csusb.edu/academic-success-and-undergraduate-advising

• HPAC: Health Professions Advising Center
• Specialize in advising students that want to go to medical 

school, other professional schools (dentistry, pharmacy, etc.)
• https://www.csusb.edu/health-professions-advising-center

• PATHS (also STEM Success Center)
• PATHS: Proactive Approaches for Training Hispanics in STEM

• Have to have entered PATHS during your first term
• https://www.csusb.edu/science-success-center/paths
• https://www.csusb.edu/stem-center

• Other types of advising resources on campus: Instructors, faculty in 
your major, SAIL, ROTC, Athletics, financial aid, etc.

https://www.csusb.edu/academic-success-and-undergraduate-advising
https://www.csusb.edu/health-professions-advising-center
https://www.csusb.edu/science-success-center/paths
https://www.csusb.edu/stem-center


Advising is IMPORTANT !!!

• Universities like CSUSB are large 
organizations with complex 
bureaucracies! 

• Career paths are also challenging to 
navigate!

• Biology faculty advising is 
important!!!

• No assigned advisors in Biology

• Visit who you want based on 
availability, interests

• Know who your advisors are and 
how to contact them! 



What can Biology faculty advisors do for you?

• Focused attention on your major!

• Advice on upper division coursework

• Source for letters of recommendation

• Potential for undergraduate research opportunities

• Help with content knowledge in Biology

• Career advice in biology-related fields

• Feedback to the department

• Please see your faculty advisor during advising 
hours (office hours)!!!



Resources on Biology Dept. Website

• Department website (https://csusb.edu/biology)

• Biology faculty advising hours (office hours)

• Waitlist for BIOL courses with labs

• Biology advising info and degree flowchart
• For transfer students: Course transfer chart, 

www.assist.org

• Student clubs, including…
• Lambda Sigma Biology Club

• Society for the Advancement of Chicanos/Hispanics and Native Americans in Science (SACNAS)

• American Medical Student Association (AMSA)

• CSUSB Pre-Dental Club

• Student Society for Stem Cell Research (SSSCR)

• Internships and research opportunities

• Course catalog (https://catalog.csusb.edu)

• Class schedule (https://csusb.edu/class-schedule)

https://csusb.edu/biology
http://www.assist.org/
https://catalog.csusb.edu/
https://csusb.edu/class-schedule


https://www.csusb.edu/biology/undergraduate-program



Lower division transferrable courses (assist.org)



Some important things to know: 
The Biology BS degree

• Use our website!    www.csusb.edu/biology

• Upper division elective requirements (29 units)
• Doesn’t include the BIOL 5000 seminar
• DOES include many classes not listed in Groups A-C
• Research or internship can count for some units

• Course substitutions: Talk to Department Chair, Dr. 
Dodsworth (esp. transfer students)

• Summer courses (few BIOL major courses offered)

• General Education (GE) requirements: 
• https://catalog.csusb.edu/general-education-program/
• Also see ASUA advisor
• Writing-intensive (WI), Global Perspectives (G), and Diversity 

and Inclusiveness (DI) general education requirements

http://www.csusb.edu/biology
https://catalog.csusb.edu/general-education-program/
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Research opportunities!
Some research topics by Biology faculty
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The Science Success Center (SSC)

● The SSC serves students pursuing the following six STEM 
majors:
○ Biology
○ Chemistry and Biochemistry
○ Computer Science and Engineering
○ Geological Sciences
○ Mathematics
○ Physics





Don’t Wait Until It is Too Late

● Only first time STEM transfer students and first time STEM 
freshmen can join within their first year

● Take advantage of small student to advisor ratios to make 
advising appointments and to take advantage of the other 
resources the center offers

● Students that join tend to have higher GPAs, leave CSUSB with 
more work/research experience, and engage more with their 
STEM peers 



Scan Here to Join
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