Natural Sciences Chairs Council

October 15, 2007
1:00-3:00 BI 104

Meeting Minutes

Priorities for the Year:  Open a Peer Advising Center; Create a recruiting CD for the College and each department; Re-establish the equipment line; Seek funding to name the HP, PE, BI, CS, and PS building or departments; Make plans for use of the museum; Get A/C for the PE building; Promote the 25/35 program; New hires; More MASS program recruiting; Finish the BI and PS buildings; Maximize the Title V funding for the STEM program
Approval of minutes for October 1, 2007.  The Minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs.  

· Cindy P. – She sent out an email of WASC recommendations and she needs feedback today for a report that she has to submit to Dean Clark. 
· Dave P. – The Biology Department wants to nominate Jeff Corwin for an honorary doctorate. He currently has a master’s degree in animal biology.
· Lory – Handed out memos to the department chairs showing faculty in their departments assigned to classroom visits for the Fall. 
· Cindy M. – Handed out summaries of the baseline and rollover for each department. Transfers have been made and she will have handouts at the next meeting for part time faculty.
· George – The Computer Science Department will be having an accreditation visit next week. MASS will be hosting an orientation for new students on Tuesday and Wednesday from 2:30-3:30pm in BI-104. Approximately 39 students are expected to attend.
2. Announcements from Administration
· Fall University enrollment – As of today, the university is 2.2% down. Ross Moran also predicted that the university will end up being down 1.6% for the year. There will be a University Budget Council meeting on Thursday at 10am. It was reported that the CSU is 3% over target system wide. 
· Monitor in BI hallway– The college office will be creating a PowerPoint presentation of announcements and important dates. If any departments would like announcements added, please send them to Lory and she will add them. The presentation will be updated frequently to ensure announcements are current.
· United Way Campaign (Lory) – The forms were sent to each department for distribution to the faculty and staff. The forms should be filled out and signed if contributing or initialed at the bottom of the form if declining contribution. Faculty and staff are asked to retain the back portion of the form and submit the rest to Tabitha in the college office no later than Monday, November 12th.
· Pre-Engineering Initiative for K-12 – The Dean wants to know if any departments are interested in participating.
· Federal law mandates documented training in the responsible conduct of research to undergraduate and graduate students participating in the research projects.
· NSF funding opportunity– There is an RFP coming out to investigate/strengthen articulation agreements with community colleges, with respect to STEM disciplines. Biology, Chemistry and Computer Science are interested.
· Jordan/Middle East Initiatives.  If there are any faculty interested to consulting with and developing programs with universities in the Middle East/Jordan area, contact the Dean.
· Undergraduate Open House – October 27th
· Vicknair’s request for full-time faculty representatives for faculty – If there are no volunteers, then all faculty must put their names in to serve.
· CETYS University, Campus Tijuana (Mexico) – campus for Computer Science and Masters Programs – October 26th (see attachment) If other departments are interested in participating, contact Elsa Ochoa-Fernandez
· Xian University – campus visit for Kinesiology – December 3rd – 5th
· Wang Award Nominees – The deadline is November 13th. Chairs were asked to think about possible nominees and submit names at the next meeting.
Action Items: 

1.

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Winter. Priority registration begins on November 21st. 
b. Spring. Schedule build begins on October 22nd. The classes should show up in Astra on Wednesday, until then, you can only view the rolled over classes in PeopleSoft. When building the schedule, we are assuming that     PS-010 will be available. 
2.   Verdiem Software responses – The Dean needs responses from those          departments who have not yet responded to him regarding computers that need to remain on overnight. 
3.   College Peer Advising Program Status and Schedule (Cindy P.) – 8 students have been trained and are now working in both locations. Hours of operation have been sent out to all of the departments and to the Records Office. The HP-235 location seems to be busier than the TO-145 location. The peer advisors have also been trained to assist students who need help registering for classes. 
4.
Trust Accounts for Lab Fees – There was a discussion about the chairs needing to monitor the trust account balances more closely. All chairs were asked to work with their ASC to review a trust report before the next Council of Chairs meeting.  Four departments have year end balances that exceeded their yearly revenue. Lory will send out a copy of the trust training guide to each chair. 
5.
Course Prerequisite Checking by PeopleSoft  – Chairs that have not already met with Dwan Ford in Academic Scheduling regarding department prerequisites needs to do so as soon as possible. 
6. 
Construction 
a.
BI Building – The Animal House is done. They are still working on a plan for air balancing in the BI building. It will be another week before we know if the current plan will work. It the plan works, it will take another month to complete the air balancing. It will take one more week for hood certifications once the air balancing is done.
a.
PS Building – Construction end date has been pushed back to January instead of December. John needs the color of laminate to be used as well as a decision on wall talkers by the end of this week.

b.
Observatory – The working plans have been developed.

